
COMMUNITY TRAILS COMMITTEE 
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
January 12, 2023 

CALL TO ORDER

The Special meeting of the Community Trails Committee of the City of Highland was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair La Chausse at the Donahue Council Chambers, 27215 Base Line, Highland, California.

Present:	Chair			Robert LaChausse
		Vice Chair		Erwin Fogerson	
			Member		Richard Bowman 
	Member	 	Brent Merideth  

Absent:	Member	 	Michael McMillan

Staff Present:	Lawrence Mainez, Community Development Director  
		Angela Tafolla, Assistant Planner
Camille Goritz, Administrative Assistant III

Pledge of Allegiance led by Chair La Chausse.

COMMUNITY INPUT (ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA)

Resident Charles Kiel stated just heard you folks talking about the new website and I am glad that it's been progressing and especially the little calendar part on the beginning of the website, which helps so much.  I did the search tab and typed trails, and, in my opinion, that can still use some refining or worked on more. It seems like if we can put a quick link to the trail maps to give people an idea of where they can go and what's really available. We have that same map that we've had for years showing an overview but the quality of work that you've been doing for the staff report with the different trail options and the different larger trail images is an excellent step. Thank you. 

Resident Bob Hitchman stated we might have another volunteer; his name is Octavio. He's retired and got a call out of the blue from Denise that l he wanted to help.  He actually called me, and I took him out a couple times, he wanted to see the old tunnels, but I used him the first day he was out there. Someone had pushed the couch over where the right bench is, and it's been down there for maybe at least 10 years. I've been doing this for 12 years and I've never seen anybody that sticks around but he does the trials on south of Base Line. 

BUSINESS ITEM

1. 27th Community Trails Day Budget and event date
Assistant Planner Tafolla presented the staff report. 
Member Merideth stated in the past I remember we used to hold it two weeks after Citrus Harvest Festival. Is that still in the realm of possibility or do we want to keep it at the National Trails Day date? I get nervous when it is so close to summer.
Chair LaChausse stated I like the idea having trails day on National Trails Day. 
[bookmark: _Hlk108104699]A MOTION was made by Member Bowman, seconded by Member Fogerson, to approve Trials Day scheduled on June 3, 2023. Motion carried, 4-1, with Member McMillan being absent.   
Member Merideth stated Tres Lagos location is nice, we have had some great trails days there and it's a beautiful property and the hiking is very easy. I would like to make sure that we tie in with the San Bernardino Municipal Water District (SBMWD) and get approval before we do that. I would like to propose the Shelton Trail because you can either choose to go on the Shelton Trail in one direction or you can go in the opposite direction, which almost has unlimited distance if you go towards the water tower, and I don't think we've ever done trails day from that point. I think it might be something worth considering. 
Chair LaChausse asked what do you guys all think of the Shelton Trail? 

Member Fogerson stated I think it's great to utilize trails that we already have that are being used and are available now.

Community Development Director Mainez stated we actually did that several years ago. 

Assistant Planner Tafolla stated it was in 2008 the last time we were at Shelton Trail for trails day. We staged at the East Highlands Ranch right in front of the lake and it was all street parking. East Highlands Ranch also let us use their private trails. 

Chair LaChausse asked how long is the trail?

Member Merideth stated it is very long. So we have a hard blockage now on Bacon Street so if you started on Van Leuven Street, you'd only be able to go southwest from there.

Chair LaChausse asked how long would it take to go counterclockwise from where that red line is? 

Member Merideth stated that is probably four miles. It is very uphill, but once you’re at the top it has a gorgeous view. It is something you could choose your own distance. 

Member Bowman stated maybe a simpler trial that more people would enjoy of all ages. 

Community Development Director Mainez stated the reason why we are somewhat excited about the Tres Lagos property is I've been in contact with the General Manager at SBMWD and they are in the process of reviewing their Master Plan. A part of our comments early on is to make sure to include trails in the Master Plan and as part of their plan is required outreach and they thought that this might be a good opportunity for them to go out on our trails day with their own booth That is going to generate a lot more people to our trail’s day event.

Chair LaChausse stated I think it's more appealing to me if they had staff present or board members out there that were going to promote this. They're providing water bottles, snacks, promoting it on their website and/or on the back of their utility bill, I think that would be appealing. 

A MOTION was made by Member Merideth, seconded by Member Bowman, to request Staff coordinate with SBMWD and how they can be involved during Trials Day scheduled on June 3, 2023 given we pick Tres Lagos property. Motion carried, 4-1, with Member McMillan being absent.   
All members agreed to look into a sponsor banner and how much it will cost that will go across Base Line. Staff will reach out to the Developers in the City of Highland for sponsorship. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Community Development Director Mainez stated that the Airport Gateway Specific Plan meeting is tonight and since that includes bikes lanes this will come forward to CTC for comments. 

ADJOURN	

There being no further business, Chair La Chausse declared the meeting adjourned at 6:56 P.M.

Submitted by:						Approved by:


__________________________________		___________________________________
Camille Goritz,					Robert La Chausse,
Administrative Assistant III				Community Trails Committee Chair		




