MINUTES
HISTORIC AND CULTURAL PRESERVATION BOARD SPECIAL MEETING                                                                                                                             April 6, 2023

CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Historic and Cultural Preservation Board of the City of Highland was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chair Sandford at the Donahue Council Chambers, 27215 Base Line, Highland, California.

Present: 	Chair		Pamela Bible  
		Vice Chair	Patrick Sandford   
		Member	Gail Shelton

Absent: 	Member	Tony Mauricio
		Member 	Tyler Brown

Staff Present:	Kim Stater, Assistant Community Development Director 	
Ash Syed, Associate Planner  
Camille Goritz, Administrative Assistant III

Chair Bible led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

COMMUNITY INPUT
	
None

BUSINESS ITEMS

1. Certificate of Appropriateness (COA 23-001) to permit an existing 466 square foot roof-mounted solar photovoltaic system on a single-story contributing historic residence. (Continued from February 2, 2023) (6976 Cole Avenue) 

Associate Planner Syed presented the staff report. 
Applicant, William Wise stated I just wanted to address the honorable Members of the Board and say thank you for that Citrus Harvest Festival. I wanted to draw everybody's attention back to January 11th, 2023, the staff report that was given at that time where my solar panel roof was denied. Yet in the same meeting, there was one on Pacific Street that was approved and on page 15 of that staff report it says certified Certification of Appropriateness it stated contributing our contributing home, our historical resident not visible from the public right of way and the pictures showed no visible evidence of the panels, however, the solar panels are visible from the street from the west side. 
Applicant William Wise passed out the previous agenda that was dated January 5, 2023 to the Board Members. Also, passed out 8 x 10 papers showing other houses in the Historic District with visible solar panels. 
Assistant Community Development Director stated Associate Planner Syed is preparing a list and researching those homes that have approved permits or ones that did not have permits with Building and Safety. 

Chair Bible stated regarding the house on Pacific, we did not approve the solar panels that are visible from the public right of way. They were supposed to be placed where it was not visible. 
Associate Planner Syed stated the address is 27197 Pacific Street.
Applicant William Wise stated we see solar panels all over the Historic District that are visible.
Chair Bible stated the ones that are inappropriate the board did not approve. 
Applicant William Wise stated that is not my problem. 
Chair Bible stated we trying to figure out how to get those removed, but at the same time we cannot continue to approve ones and continue to have additional ones that are not approved. 
Applicant’s Representative Ryan Daley stated this homeowner has to suffer because has a south facing roof and cannot put the panels there. 
Chair Bible stated the board can only approve per the state guidelines for the Historic District.
Assistant Community Development Director Stater stated regarding 27197 Pacific Street, the sign plans are only for the panels that are on the rear of the home and on one side of the garage, there is no panels at all on the west facing side that were approved by the Board or Building and Safety. If there are panels there today, then it is a Code Enforcement issue. The Building and Safety inspections have not been final. 
Member Shelton stated we are in a tough decision, because clearly our directive is precise because of the Historic District codes. On the other hand, we understand your position as a homeowner wanting to have the most efficient electrical resource. The issue is it needs to be consistent across the board, so you are singled out and if there are others that do not comply, we need to pursue that with Code Enforcement.
Building Official Wirz stated I am going over the plans, and there are panels on the south side. Is the structure on the rear a dwelling unit or garage?
Applicant William Wise stated it is a garage, and it does have a studio apartment. We do not use it.
Building Official Wirz stated there are exceptions for fire setbacks on roofs that are beyond 50% covered. On the east side you have to leave the ridge for venting.
Applicant’s Representative Ryan Daly stated it is not going to be enough room. 
Building Official Wirz stated you can rotate those panels 90 degrees, and stack them in two rows on the west side and leave a fire access. 
Applicant’s Representative Ryan Daly stated I can fill both sides up.


Vice Chair Sandford stated I would like to make a recommendation; it sounds like we still have a lot of variables here and we need to give a chance for staff and different members of staff to weigh in on this issue. I suggest we can meet again on April 20, 2023. 
Applicant’s Representative Ryan Daly stated we can replot the solar panel plans on a map and submit it to Building and Safety. 
Applicant William Wise stated I am willing to comply I just do not want to lose my generation of power. If we can do this and it works, I am happy with a few solar panels on the south side.
A MOTION was made by Vice Chair Sandford, seconded by Member Mauricio, to continue this meeting to April 20, 2023. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

	The next meeting will be April 20, 2023 at 5:00 pm. 

ADJOURN	

There being no further business, Chair Sandford declared the meeting adjourned at 5:35 p.m.

Submitted by:						Approved by:  


__________________________________		___________________________________
Camille Goritz, Administrative Assistant III		Pamela Bible, Chair
