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Mission Statement 
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facilities and services that its citizens are willing to fund and will do so as efficiently as possible. 
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Planning Commission Regular Meeting Agenda  August 4, 2026 
 

In compliance with the Brown Act, any writings or documents provided to a majority of the legislative body regarding 
any item on this agenda, that are not exempt from disclosure under the California Public Records Act, will be made 
available for public inspection at City Hall, 27215 Base Line Highland, CA 92346, during normal business hours. 
Such documents will also be made available on the City’s website at www.highlandca.gov. 
  
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), if you need special assistance, please contact the City 
Clerk’s office at (909) 864-6861, ext. 226, at least 72 hours prior to the meeting for any requests for reasonable 
accommodations, including interpreters. 
  
Levine Act: Pursuant to Government Code Section 84308, any party to a City proceeding must disclose on the record 
any campaign contributions made to a member of the City Council (or commission) in excess of $500 in the past 12 
months. This disclosure requirement includes contributions by the party’s agent and aggregated contributions from 
persons or entities related to the party. Please make the disclosure as soon as possible, but no later than the 
beginning of the proceeding.  
 

 
Call to Order  
Pledge of Allegiance  
Public Comment 
To address the Planning Commission, please complete a speaker form located at the entrance and 
give it to the Administrative Assistant prior to the beginning of the meeting. Your name will be called 
when it is your turn to speak. Individual speakers are limited to 3 minutes each. For those wishing to 
make public comments by email, please submit your comments by 5:00 p.m. on August 4, to 
publiccomment@highlandca.gov. If you are submitting a public comment pertaining to an item on the 
agenda, please identify the agenda item number. Members of the public may submit comments on 
public hearing items at any time before the meeting, as well as during the meeting up until the close 
of the public hearing for the respective item. 
Planning Commission Public Hearing  
1. Appeal (APP-26-001) By WaterMill Express of the Communtiy Development Director's denial of 

Minor Design Review Application (DRA-25-008) for a 106 square-foot unmanned, standalone 
water vending machine on a lot with an existing commercial building located at 25716 Base Line, 
Highland (Assessor's Parcel No. 1191-181-56). 

 Continue Appeal (APP 26-001) to a date specific 

2. A Public Hearing to declare the existence of a Public Nuisance in accordance with Title 8, 
Chapter 8.32, of the Highland Municipal Code, and authorize the abatement thereof, at the 
Property located at 25414 Base Line, San Bernardino, CA 92410 (within the corporate 
boundaries of the City of Highland),Tax Assessor’s Parcel Number 0273-242-23. 
 
  

 Conduct the required Public Hearing and adopt Appeals Board Resolution No 2026 -____, 
declaring the existence of a public nuisance on the Property generally located at 25414 Base 
Line, San Bernardino, CA 92410 and order the abatement thereof. 

3. A Public Hearing to declare the existence of a Public Nuisance in accordance with Title 8, 
Chapter 8.32, of the Highland Municipal Code, and authorize the abatement thereof, at the 
Property located at 7222 Church Ave, Highland, CA 92346,Tax Assessor’s Parcel Number 1200-
381-39. 

2 



Planning Commission Regular Meeting Agenda  August 4, 2026 
 

 Conduct the required Public Hearing and adopt Appeals Board Resolution No 2026 -____, 
declaring the existence of a public nuisance on the Property generally located at 7222 Church 
Ave., Highland, CA 92346 and order the abatement thereof. 

Announcements  
Adjourn  
  

 
Certification 
I, Camille Duarte, Administrative Assistant III, or my designee, hereby certify that the foregoing agenda 
was posted on our website at www.highlandca.gov and in the following designated areas: Highland 
Branch Library (7863 Central Avenue), Fire Station No. 1 (26974 Base Line), and City Hall (27215 
Base Line) at least seventy-two (72) hours prior to the meeting per Government Code Section 
54954.2.  
  
 

3 



 

Staff Report 
to the Planning Commission 

Agenda  
Item  
No. 1. 

 
 
Date:  August 4, 2026 

From:  Lawrence Mainez, Community Development Director 

Reviewed By:  Kim Stater, Assistant Community Development Director 

Prepared By:  Tiffany Martinez, Assistant Planner 

Subject:  Appeal (APP-26-001) By WaterMill Express of the Communtiy 
Development Director's denial of Minor Design Review Application 
(DRA-25-008) for a 106 square-foot unmanned, standalone water 
vending machine on a lot with an existing commercial building located 
at 25716 Base Line, Highland (Assessor's Parcel No. 1191-181-56). 

(SB 1439 Campaign Contributions and Conflicts of Interest - Government Code Section 
84308 is applicable) 

 
 
Recommendation:  
Continue Appeal (APP 26-001) to a date specific 
 
Fiscal Impact: 
None 
 
Agenda Posting: 
The agenda for this item was posted at the three locations per Resolution No. 2011-047 and 
on the City’s website.  
 
Project Detail: 
Due to administrative inconsistency, staff request the Planning Commission continue the item 
to a date specific. 
 
Attachments: 
None 
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Staff Report 
to the Planning Commission/Appeals 
Board 

Agenda  
Item  
No.2. 

 
Date:  August 4, 2026 

From:  Lawrence Mainez, Community Development Director 

Prepared By:  Gary Chambers, Code Enforcement Officer 

Subject:  A Public Hearing to declare the existence of a Public Nuisance in 
accordance with Title 8, Chapter 8.32, of the Highland Municipal Code, 
and authorize the abatement thereof, at the Property located at 25414 
Base Line, San Bernardino, CA 92410 (within the corporate boundaries 
of the City of Highland),Tax Assessor’s Parcel Number 0273-242-23. 
 
  

 
Recommendation:  
Conduct the required Public Hearing and adopt Appeals Board Resolution No 2026 -____, 
declaring the existence of a public nuisance on the Property generally located at 25414 Base 
Line, San Bernardino, CA 92410 and order the abatement thereof. 
 
Fiscal Impact: 
The full cost to the city regarding the abatement of the Public Nuisance is currently unknown. 
Staff has accounted for their time in their attempt to abate the nuisance conditions on the 
Property. Staff will present the Property Owner(s) of record with the cost of the City’s efforts to 
abate the violations at the time all violations are remedied. If the Property Owner(s) elect not to 
pay for the City’s cost to abate the violations, a Public Hearing will be held to assess the 
property for the cost of the abatement process. 
 
Public Notice: 
The agenda for this item was posted at the three locations per Resolution No. 2011-047 and 
on the City’s website.  
 
Background: 
September 10, 2025: This case was initiated due to a complaint received regarding a 
business continuing to operate after being red tagged as substandard and unsafe to occupy by 
the city’s Building Official due to significant fire damage at the property generally located at 
25414 Base Line, San Bernardino, CA 92410, APN: 0273-242-23.  Further research revealed 
that the building was red tagged due to fire damage on September 4, 2023. 
 
September 24, 2025: Code Compliance Officer Gary Chambers arrived at the subject property 
to conduct an inspection and noted evidence that the business was open to the public.  In front 
of the west fire-damaged building, which had previously been red-tagged, appliances were 
staged, and a sign with a directional arrow indicated the business was open. Additionally, the 
front entrance gate was open, allowing customers to enter.  Code Compliance Officer Gary 
Chambers reached out to the property and business owner, Ammar Darwish, via phone. Mr. 
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Darwish was informed that a Special Inspection Permit was required because of the nuisance 
conditions related to the property. A Courtesy Notice was issued and mailed to the property 
owner’s address of record by regular mail. 
 
October 15, 2025: The property and business owner, Imad Darwish, came to the city and 
obtained a Special Inspection Permit, No. 20251298. 
 
November 24, 2025: Code Compliance Officer Gary Chambers along with the city’s   Building 
Official, Matt Wirz, and the Public Services Coordinator, Ryan Ramos, arrived at the subject 
property to conduct the Special Inspection (Permit #20251298) at the request of the property 
and business owner, Mr. Ammar Darwish.  Mr. Darwish stated that he wanted his brother Imad 
Darwish to be present. Before entering the property, Imad Darwish inquired about the purpose 
of the inspection and why the entire area needed to be examined rather than just the building 
affected by the fire. Matt Wirz, Building Official, explained that the business had been moved to 
the outside of the building and that an inspection was needed to ensure compliance with the 
code. Mr. Darwish invited us onto the property to conduct the inspection. Upon inspection, 
Code Compliance Officer Gary Chambers noted considerable fire damage to the red-tagged 
building situated on the west side of the subject property (identified as 25408). It appeared that 
the restroom facilities within the building were still being used. Matt Wirz, Building Offical, 
made it clear that the building was not to be occupied under any circumstances. We also 
ascertained that the property had no electrical power. Mr. Darwish mentioned that the building 
on the east side of the property (identified as 25414) had suffered fire damage about 15 years 
ago and was currently unused.  While inspecting the exterior, Code Compliance Officer Gary 
Chambers observed multiple unpermitted accessory structures and canopies larger than 120 
SF. Several rundown accessory structures (sheds/storage) were also noted, and on the 
property's north side, there was an unpermitted mobile trailer being used for storage. 
Additionally, the area had excessive outdoor storage, with junk and debris obstructing access 
to necessary drive lanes. Furthermore, multiple cargo containers were being stored on the 
property without the required city approval or permits. Additionally, I noted that a customer was 
present during the inspection. Ryan Ramos, the Public Services Coordinator, made several 
observations regarding NPDES violations. These included issues such as trash and debris, 
electronic components left uncovered on the ground, metal appliances uncovered and, on the 
ground, a leaking roof causing contamination of the area, and green waste that had been left in 
piles outdoors. Mr. Imad Darwish became agitated when he saw photographs being taken. Mr. 
Darwish expressed his embarrassment over the numerous violations on the property and 
requested that Code Enforcement stop the inspection and leave. I respected Mr. Darwish's 
wishes, ceased taking photographs, informed him that I would seek an inspection warrant in 
accordance with the City of Highland Municipal Code, and departed.  Mr. Ammar Darwish 
contacted Code Compliance Officer Gary Chambers by phone, he apologized and stated that 
he would like us to return and finish the inspection.  Mr. Darwish was informed that 
arrangements would be made and that he would be contacted with a date and a time for a 
reinspection. 
 
January 21, 2026: Code Compliance Officer Gary Chambers, along with the city’s Building 
Official Matt Wirz and Public Services, arrived at the subject property to conduct a 
reinspection. During the inspection, Code Compliance Officer Gary Chambers observed that 
the business was continuing to operate without City approval and permits. The building on the 
west side of the property had been red-tagged due to severe fire damage. Generators were 
being used to supply electricity to the property.  Additionally, accessory structures, including a 
mobile trailer and cargo containers, were also noted on the property without city approval or 
permits. Furthermore, Code Compliance Officer Gary Chambers observed a significant amount 
of outdoor storage, including junk, trash, debris, and rubbish scattered around the property. Mr. 
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Ammar Darwish was notified by the Building Official that a Special Inspection Report detailing 
all required corrections would be drafted and mailed. 
 
January 26, 2026: Code Compliance Officer Gary Chambers issued an Administrative 
Warning Citation, No. 17042, to the property and business owners, Ammar and Imad 
Darwish.  The corrections listed on the citation required that they cease all unapproved and 
unpermitted business activity occurring on the property and obtain approvals and all required 
permits to bring the property into compliance before resuming business operations.  The 
citation was mailed to the property owner’s address of record by certified and regular mail.  A 
copy of the citation was also emailed to Mr. Ammar Darwish. 
 
February 14, 2026: Code Compliance Officer Gary Chambers arrived at the subject property 
to conduct a reinspection and observed that the business was continuing to operate without 
City approval and permits. A worker was observed staging appliances in front of the west, red-
tagged, fire-damaged building. Administrative Citation, #17133 ($100), was issued and 
mailed to the property owner’s address of record by certified and regular mail on February 17, 
2026.  A copy of the citation was emailed to Mr. Ammar Darwish. 
 
March 10, 2026: A meeting with the property and business owner, Mr. Imad Darwish was held. 
 Code Compliance Officer Gary Chambers, Lawrence Mainez, Community Development 
Director, Kim Stater, Assistant Community Development Director, Melissa Morgan, Public 
Services Manager, Matt Wirz, Building Official, and Craig Sanchez, Fire Prevention, were all 
present at the meeting.  During the meeting, Mr. Darwish conveyed his need to keep the 
business running, as it served as the sole source of income for both him and his brother. He 
requested the city consider granting him an exception so that he could operate the business 
until the property was sold, or they could secure the funds necessary to develop plans, restore 
the buildings, and adhere to city regulations.  Lawrence Mainez, Community Development 
Director advised Mr. Darwish that the City Staff would evaluate the condition of the property to 
determine if issuing a temporary permit was possible, provided certain requirements were 
fulfilled. He also mentioned that he would contact Mr. Darwish with a decision. After Mr. 
Darwish exited the meeting, City Staff continued discussion about the property's current 
condition. Weighing the importance of public safety, it was determined that the business 
needed to stop all operations until the business was able to comply with the requirements 
outlined by the City of Highland Municipal & Development Codes. 
 
April 30, 2026: Code Compliance Officer Gary Chambers arrived at the subject property to 
conduct a reinspection and observed that the business was continuing to operate without City 
approval and permits. In front of the west fire-damaged building, which had previously been 
red-tagged, appliances were staged, and a sign with a directional arrow indicated the business 
was open. Additionally, the front entrance gate was open, allowing customers to enter. 
  Administrative Citation, #17158 ($200), was issued and mailed to the property owner’s 
address of record by certified and regular mail.  A copy of the citation was emailed to Mr. 
Ammar Darwish. 
 
May 30, 2026: Cal Fire responded to a fire incident at the property (CABDU0008169).  
According to the Fire Department, a large pile of debris, measuring around 20ft. X 20ft., caught 
fire. The origin of the fire remains unknown.  Due to continued non-compliance and taking into 
consideration public safety, a decision was made to refer the case to the Planning 
Commission/Appeals Board for a declaration of Public Nuisance. 
 
July 16, 2026: Code Compliance Officer Gary Chambers arrived at the subject property to 
conduct a reinspection and observed that the business was continuing to operate without City 
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approval and permits. No plans have been submitted, and no permits have been obtained to 
address the fire-damaged buildings. Additionally, the nuisance conditions remain on the 
property. A Public Hearing Notice was posted at the property informing the property owner 
that a Public Nuisance Hearing has been scheduled for August 4, 2026, at 6 pm or soon 
thereafter.  A Public Hearing Notice was also mailed to the property owner's address of 
record by certified mail, return receipt requested.  A copy of the notice was emailed to Mr. 
Ammar Darwish. 
 
CONCLUSION: As evidenced by all inspections conducted and the exhibits incorporated 
herein by reference, the property, identified as APN: 0273-242-23 (located at 25414 Base Line, 
San Bernardino, CA 92410) has been permitted to exist in violation of the Highland Municipal 
& Development Codes, and therefore, constitutes a Public Nuisance.  Specifically, the property 
is in violation of the following provisions of the Municipal & Development Code: 
 
I. Highland Municipal Code Section 8.32.020(A)(1): (A public nuisance is created by every 
building or structure which has become dilapidated, dangerous or at risk of collapse resulting 
from decay, damage, faulty construction or arrangement, fire, wind, earthquake, flood, old age, 
or neglect). 
 
II. Highland Municipal Code Section 8.32.020(A)(4): (A public nuisance is created by every 
building or structure which has been abandoned, partially destroyed, boarded up, or permitted 
to remain unreasonably in a state of partial construction). 
 
III. Highland Municipal Code Section 8.32.020(A)(6): (A public nuisance is created by every 
building or structure which is unsafe). 
 
IV. Highland Municipal Code Section 8.32.020(B)(5): (A public nuisance is created by any 
condition or use of a building, structure or property which is detrimental to the property of 
others. This includes, but is not limited to: Any use of property which creates a noxious smell 
or creates conditions dangerous to public safety, health or welfare, adjoining properties, 
property owners, or property values, which may include, but is expressly not limited to, the 
dumping of construction and/or landscape material). 
 
V. Highland Municipal Code Section 8.32.020 (C): (A public nuisance is created by any 
building, structure, or property that is in violation of any provision of the Highland Municipal 
Code, including the Highland Development Code, or the statutes of the state of California). 
 
VI. Highland Municipal Code Section 15.04.010: (Adoption of the California Building Code). 
 
VII. California Building Code (CBC § 105.1): (Any owner or owner’s authorized agent who 
intends to construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move, demolish or change the occupancy of a 
building or structure, or to erect, install, enlarge, alter, repair, remove, convert or replace any 
electrical, gas, mechanical or plumbing system, the installation of which is regulated by this 
code, or to cause any such work to be performed, shall first make application to the building 
official and obtain the required permit). 
 
VIII. Highland Municipal Code Section 16.40.500(B)(4): (Cargo Container Regulations; 
Permitted locations and Prohibitions: Cargo containers shall not be placed, used, allowed and 
maintained in any commercial, mixed use, or employment zones, except as expressly 
authorized in this section.  Cargo containers may be used in commercial zones for additional 
storage to support seasonal events but shall not be located on the property for more than 60 
consecutive days unless additional time is authorized through the staff review permit process, 
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Highland Municipal Code Section 16.40.500(D)(4).  Additionally, cargo containers are 
temporarily allowed off-street, on private property, in all zones to store building contents, 
building materials and/or construction tools during construction or remodeling projects 
pursuant to an active building permit on the same property, Highland Municipal Code Section 
16.40.500(F)(1).  The presence of cargo containers stored permanently on the property in the 
General Commercial (CG) District, without obtaining a staff review permit or having an active 
building permit, constitutes a public nuisance). 
 
The property owner(s) is requested to immediately cease operating the business from the 
property. Submit plans and obtain the necessary permits to rehab the fire-damaged, 
substandard, buildings on the property or obtain a permit to demolish them.  Obtain approval 
and permits for all accessory structures over 120 square feet or remove them.  Obtain 
approval and permits for the mobile trailer situated on the north side of the property, or remove 
it. Remove all cargo containers and all junk, trash, or debris from the property within ninety 
(90) days from the issuance of an order of the Appeals Board in accordance with Chapter 8.32 
of title 8 of the Highland Municipal Code.      
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Attachments: 
1. Planning Commission Appeals Board Resolution (Inclusive of Exhibits A - F) 
2. Site Location Map 
3. Building & Safety Photographs from September 4, 2023 
4. Photographs dated September 24, 2025 
5. Photographs dated November 24, 2025 
6. Photographs dated January 21, 2026 
7. Special Inspection Report dated January 27, 2026 
8. Photographs dated February 14, 2026 
9. Photographs dated April 30, 2026 
10. Photographs dated July 16, 2026  
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Staff Report 
to the Planning Commission/Appeals 
Board 

Agenda  
Item  
No.3. 

 
Date:  August 4, 2026 

From:  Lawrence Mainez, Community Development Director 

Prepared By:  Dixie Vargas, Code Enforcement Officer 

Subject:  A Public Hearing to declare the existence of a Public Nuisance in 
accordance with Title 8, Chapter 8.32, of the Highland Municipal Code, 
and authorize the abatement thereof, at the Property located at 7222 
Church Ave, Highland, CA 92346,Tax Assessor’s Parcel Number 1200-
381-39. 

 
Recommendation:  
Conduct the required Public Hearing and adopt Appeals Board Resolution No 2026 -____, 
declaring the existence of a public nuisance on the Property generally located at 7222 Church 
Ave., Highland, CA 92346 and order the abatement thereof. 
 
Fiscal Impact: 
The full cost to the city regarding the abatement of the Public Nuisance is currently unknown. 
 Staff has accounted for their time in their attempt to abate the nuisance conditions on the 
Property.  Staff will present the Property Owner(s) of record with the cost of the City’s efforts to 
abate the violations at the time all violations are remedied.  If the Property Owner(s) elect not 
to pay for the City’s cost to abate the violations, a Public Hearing will be held to assess the 
property for the cost of the abatement process. 
 
Public Notice: 
The agenda for this item was posted at the three locations per Resolution No. 2011-047 and 
on the City’s website.  
 
Background: 
November 3, 2025: This case was initiated due to a complaint received regarding junk, trash, 
and debris at the property generally located at 7222 Church Ave., Highland, CA 92346, APN: 
1200-381-39.   
 
November 5, 2025: Code Compliance Officer Dixie Vargas arrived at the subject property to 
conduct an inspection and observed junk, trash, and debris located in the front and side yard 
(near the driveway area). A Notice of Violation was issued and mailed to the property owner’s 
address of record by certified and regular mail. 
 
November 17, 2025: A resident visited City Hall and informed staff that squatters were 
residing on the property. Additionally, a resident reached out to City Hall via phone and spoke 
with Senior Code Compliance Officer Barrie Owens. The resident wanted to file a complaint 
about the vacant property. According to the resident, certain unknown individuals had been 
entering the property through the garage, leading to an increase in trash and debris caused by 
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their ongoing presence. Senior Code Compliance Officer Barrie Owens made an effort to 
reach the property owner by phone but did not receive a response. A voicemail was left, 
requesting a call back regarding the vacant property and issues related to vandalism, 
unauthorized access, and debris accumulation. 
 
November 19, 2025: Code Compliance Officer Dixie Vargas conducted a reinspection of the 
subject property and noted that the garage door was open, revealing the continued 
accumulation of junk, trash, and debris in both the garage and driveway. Due to continued 
noncompliance, a second Notice of Violation was issued, and mailed to the property owner’s 
address of record by certified and regular mail. A copy of the notice was emailed to the 
property owner. The property owner responded through email, assuring that the cleanup would 
be completed within the week.  Additionally, Code Compliance Officer Dixie Vargas spoke on 
the phone with Crystal, who works as the secretary for Mr. Carlton Powell, the property owner. 
During their conversation, Code Compliance Officer Dixie Vargas requested a return call 
regarding the property located at 7222 Church Ave. 
 
November 20, 2025: At the request of the Highland Police Department, Building Official Matt 
Wirz, Senior Code Compliance Officer Barrie Owens, and Code Compliance Officer Dixie 
Vargas conducted a reinspection of the subject property because of concerns related to 
transient activity and public safety. Upon arrival, the garage door was found open, which 
exposed a significant amount of junk, trash, and debris accumulating in both the garage and 
driveway area. The front door of the house was also open, exposing substandard conditions 
inside due to the presence of transients. Inside, there were large amounts of junk, trash, and 
debris scattered throughout the home. Damage to the interior walls, signs of water damage in 
the kitchen and dining area, a broken window in the rear bedroom, and a damaged side door 
at the back of the property were also noted. In addition, evidence of an insect infestation 
affecting the premises was observed. In the rear yard, an empty in-ground swimming pool with 
severe structural damage was noted. Given the hazardous conditions on the property, Building 
Official Matt Wirz red tagged the property and deemed it unsafe to occupy. In light of the 
violations noted, a third Notice of Violation was issued and mailed to the property owner’s 
address of record by certified and regular mail. A copy of the notice was also emailed to the 
property owner. 
 
November 22, 2025: Code Compliance Officer Dixie Vargas conducted a reinspection of the 
subject property and noted that the junk, trash, and debris had been cleared away. 
Additionally, the windows of the house were boarded up and the entry points to the property 
were secured. 
 
December 30, 2025: Code Compliance Officer Dixie Vargas conducted a reinspection of the 
subject property and noted a shattered rear window. A chair was found adjacent to the 
damaged window, suggesting that someone may have entered. Code Compliance Officer 
Dixie Vargas reached out to the property owner over the phone to inform him of the ongoing 
conditions. Carlton Powell, the property owner, mentioned that he would make arrangements 
to replace the broken window glass. An email was subsequently sent to confirm the phone 
conversation. 
 
January 3, 2026: Code Compliance Officer Dixie Vargas conducted a reinspection of the 
subject property and observed that the rear window was still broken, with a chair placed beside 
it. During the inspection, Code Compliance Officer Dixie Vargas had a conversation with 
neighbor April Webb. Mrs. Webb expressed her concerns about a roach infestation that she 
believed was spreading from the property to hers. She also conveyed her concerns for her 
family's health and safety due to the poor conditions at the property. Mrs. Webb was assured 
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that the issues with the property were being addressed according to the proper process. 
Additionally, Code Compliance Officer Dixie Vargas reached out to the property owner via 
email to emphasize the need for urgent action to rectify the violations, but unfortunately, no 
reply was received. 
 
January 7, 2026: Code Compliance Officer Dixie Vargas conducted a reinspection of the 
subject property and noted that the broken rear window had not been repaired, a second 
broken window was also observed. Code Compliance Officer Dixie Vargas also reached out to 
the Highland Police Department to discuss the property's worsening conditions and the 
ongoing code enforcement situation. An attempt was made to contact the property owner by 
phone, but there was no response. Following this, an email was sent to the owner asking for 
immediate correction of the unresolved Code violations. 
 
January 9, 2026: Code Compliance Officer Dixie Vargas conducted a reinspection of the 
subject property and observed that a cleaning crew was present and working onsite. 
Additionally, Pablo Martinez, employed by the property owner, was observed securing the 
damaged rear window. These findings suggested that measures were being taken to rectify 
the issues at the property. 
 
January 31, 2026: Code Compliance Officer Dixie Vargas conducted a reinspection of the 
subject property and observed that the front fence was in poor condition while the rear garage 
door had been forced open and was damaged. Code Compliance Officer Dixie Vargas 
attempted to contact the property owner via phone but received no answer. Consequently, an 
email was sent to the owner, requesting that the property be secured within 24 hours. 
 
February 4, 2026: Code Compliance Officer Dixie Vargas, accompanied by the Highland 
Police Department, arrived at the subject property to conduct a reinspection and observed a 
dilapidated fence near the front of the garage. Meanwhile, Deputy Duran, Highland Police 
Department, inspected further and discovered a male transient inside the garage, who had 
entered through the rear door. Deputy Duran arrested the individual for trespassing due to his 
unlawful entry into the structure. Additionally, Code Compliance Officer Dixie Vargas observed 
that the rear sliding door was both open and unsecured. An attempt was made to reach the 
property owner, Carlton Powell, via phone, but there was no response. Code Compliance 
Officer Dixie Vargas left a voicemail to inform the property owner about the transient's 
presence and the property's dilapidated condition, emphasizing the need for it to be secured 
within the next 24 hours. Furthermore, an email was sent to the property owner concerning the 
noted issues and the necessary corrective measures. 
 
February 5, 2026: Code Compliance Officer Dixie Vargas conducted a reinspection of the 
subject property and observed that the property was still unsecured, allowing for easy access 
into the vacant structure. Because the property owner did not take action to remedy the 
violations, the City’s contractor, Dopp Property Services, was contacted to secure the property. 
 
April 10, 2026: Deputy Duran, Highland Police Department, contacted Code Compliance 
Officer Dixie Vargas by phone and stated that dispatch had reported two transients seen 
entering the property. Additionally, Deputy Duran noted that when he arrived, both the rear 
garage door and the back door of the home appeared to have been forced open. Code 
Compliance Officer Dixie Vargas arrived at the subject property and conducted a reinspection. 
During the inspection, junk, trash, and debris was noted in the front and side yards. Code 
Compliance Officer Dixie Vargas tried to reach the property owner by phone but received no 
response. Given the further violations noted, a fourth Notice of Violation was issued and 
mailed to the property owners' address of record. An email was also sent to the property owner 
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regarding the reported issues and the code violations identified at the property. 
 
April 18, 2026: Code Compliance Officer Dixie Vargas conducted a reinspection of the 
property and observed accumulated junk, trash, debris, and overgrown weeds both in the front 
yard and along the side of the property. The fence next to the driveway was open, providing 
unrestricted access to the property, and the garage was unsecured. San Bernardino County 
Fire Hazard Abatement had previously issued a Notice of Violation concerning the overgrown 
weeds. Due to continued noncompliance, Administrative Citation No. 17209 was issued and 
mailed to the property owner's address of record by certified and regular mail. Additionally, a 
copy of the citation was sent to the property owner via email. 
 
April 30, 2026: Code Compliance Officer Dixie Vargas conducted a reinspection of the 
property and observed junk, trash, debris, and overgrown weeds in the front yard as well as 
along the side of the property. Additionally, the fence next to the driveway was open, providing 
unauthorized access to the property, and the garage was left unsecured. Due to continued 
noncompliance, Administrative Citation No. 17214 was issued and mailed to the property 
owner's address of record by certified and regular mail. Additionally, a copy of the citation was 
sent to the property owner via email. 
 
May 13, 2026: Code Compliance Officer Dixie Vargas conducted a reinspection of the subject 
property and observed accumulated junk, trash, debris, and overgrown weeds both in the front 
yard and alongside the property. Additionally, the fence next to the driveway was open, 
providing unauthorized access to the property, and the garage was left unsecured. San 
Bernardino County Fire Hazard Abatement had issued a 2nd Notice of Violation for the 
overgrown weeds. Due to continued noncompliance, Administrative Citation No. 17217 was 
issued and mailed to the property owner's address of record by certified and regular mail. 
Additionally, a copy of the citation was sent to the property owner via email. 
 
June 5, 2026: Code Compliance Officer Dixie Vargas conducted a reinspection of the subject 
property and observed accumulated junk, trash, debris, and overgrown weeds in both the front 
yard and alongside the property. The fence next to the driveway was open, providing easy 
access to the property, and the garage was left unsecured. Additionally, Code Compliance 
Officer Dixie Vargas observed that an Abatement Warrant Notice had been placed on the 
garage door by San Bernardino County Fire Hazard Abatement regarding the issue of 
overgrown weeds. Given the ongoing noncompliance and after multiple attempts to reach the 
property owner, it was decided to escalate the case to the Planning Commission / Appeals 
Board for a declaration of public nuisance. 
 
July 16, 2026: Code Compliance Officer Dixie Vargas conducted a reinspection of the subject 
property and observed accumulated junk, trash, debris, and overgrown weeds in both the front 
yard and alongside the property. The fence next to the driveway was open, providing easy 
access to the property, and the garage was left unsecured. A Public Hearing Notice was 
posted at the property informing the property owner that a Public Nuisance Hearing had been 
scheduled for August 4, 2026, at 6 pm or soon thereafter.  A Public Hearing Notice was also 
mailed to the property owner's address of record by certified mail, return receipt requested.  A 
copy of the notice was mailed by regular mail and emailed to the property owner. 
 
CONCLUSION: As evidenced by all inspections conducted and the exhibits incorporated 
herein by reference, the property, identified as APN: 1200-381-39 (located at 7222 Church 
Ave., Highland, CA 92346) has been permitted to exist in violation of the Highland Municipal & 
Development Codes, and therefore, constitutes a Public Nuisance.  Specifically, the property is 
in violation of the following provisions of the Municipal & Development Code: 
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I. Highland Municipal Code Section 8.32.020 (A)(4) (A public nuisance is created by every 
building or structure which has been abandoned, partially destroyed, boarded up, or permitted 
to remain unreasonably in a state of partial construction). 
 
II. Highland Municipal Code Section 8.32.020 (A)(5) (A public nuisance is created by every 
building or structure which allows easy access into a vacant structure through any doorway, 
window, or other opening because of the failure to close and secure by lock and fails to protect 
against such entry without the use of substantial force). 
 
III. Highland Municipal Code Section 8.32.020 (A)(6) (A public nuisance is created by every 
building or structure which is unsafe). 
 
IV. Highland Municipal Code Section 8.32.020 (B)(5) (A public nuisance is created by any 
condition or use of a building, structure or property which is detrimental to the property of 
others. This includes, but is not limited to, any use of property which creates a noxious smell or 
creates conditions dangerous to public safety, health or welfare, adjoining properties, property 
owners, or property values, which may include, but is expressly not limited to, the dumping of 
construction and/or landscape material). 
 
V. Highland Municipal Code Section 8.32.020 (C) (A public nuisance is created by any 
building, structure, or property that is in violation of any provision of the Highland Municipal 
Code, including the Highland Development Code, or the statutes of the state of California.). 
 
VI. Highland Municipal Code Section 15.14.010 (Adoption of the California Residential Code). 
 
VII. California Residential Code (CRC § R105.1) (Any owner or owner’s authorized agent who 
intends to construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move, demolish or change the occupancy of a 
building or structure, or to erect, install, enlarge, alter, repair, remove, convert or replace any 
electrical, gas, mechanical or plumbing system, the installation of which is regulated by this 
code, or to cause any such work to be performed, shall first make application to the building 
official and obtain the required permit). 
 
The property owner(s) is requested to obtain all necessary permits to restore the house to a 
safe, habitable condition. Obtain the necessary permits to either restore or demolish the 
inground swimming pool.  Remove all accumulated junk, trash, and debris, and keep the 
property in a neat and well-maintained condition at all times within Sixty (60) days from the 
issuance of an order of the Appeals Board in accordance with Chapter 8.32 of title 8 of the 
Highland Municipal Code.      
 
 
 
 
   
Attachments: 
1. Planning Commission Appeals Board Resolution (Inclusive of Exhibits A - I) 
2. Aerial Site Location Map 
3. Case Photographs dated November 05, 2025 
4. Case Photographs dated November 19, 2025 
5. Case Photographs dated November 20, 2025 
6. Case Photographs dated April 10, 2026 
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7. Case Photographs dated April 18, 2026 
8. Case Photographs dated April 30, 2026 
9. Case Photographs dated May 13, 2026 
10. Case Photographs dated July 16, 2026  
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